
authors feel from their studies and experiments that
in the argas persicus are granules similar to those
described by Leishmann. It is impossible to inoculate
these free from the spirochetes. They think the
bodies that they find are degenerative bodies and not
due to a stage in the life cycle of the spirochete.

[C. F., Jb.,]

Obituary

THEODORE SCHAEPKENS van RIEMPST
Dr. Theodore Schaepkens van Riempst of

152 West 73d St., New York City, died sud-
denly on August 21, 1913, at Saranac Lake,
New York. He was educated at the University
of Louvaine, and received his medical degree at
the University of Ghent, Belgium, in 1901. Pol-
lowing an interneship of one and one-half years
at the Staivenberg Hospital in Antwerp he was
appointed surgeon to the Red Star Line. When
he resigned in 1907 he was ranking surgeon of
the fleet. Coming to New York he specialized
in genito-urinary surgery and received appoint-
ments at the Polyclinic Hospital, The Demilt
and Hudson Street Dispensaries. In 1908 he
married Miss Jessie Hoysradt at Hudson, New
York. In 1910 he was appointed assistant
genito-urinary surgeon to the Massachusetts
General Hospital, Boston. One month after his
removal to Boston he had typhoid fever. After
a severe illness and a prolonged convalescence
he returned to New York, where he became
Chief of Clinic 0. P. D. at St. Luke's Hospital
and Lecturer in Genito-Urinary Surgery at the
Polyclinic Hospital. He was a Fellow of The
Massachusetts Medical Society, a member of the
American Urological Association, the Polyclinic
and West Side Clinical Societies. His last pub-
lished article was "Personal Experience with
Neo-Salvarsan, " Med. Record, Aug. 9, 1913.

Miscellany

UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE EXAMI-
NATION. CHIEF BACTERIOLOGIST.
The United States Civil Service Commission

announces an open competitive examination for
chief bacteriologist, for men only. From the
register of eligibles resulting from this examina-
tion certification will be made to fill a vacancy
in this position in the Bacteriological Labora-
tory of the Bureau of Chemistry, Department
of Agriculture, Washington, D. C, at $3500 a
year and vacancies as they may occur in posi-
tions requiring similar qualifications, unless it
is found to be in the interest of the service to
fill any vacancy by reinstatement, tranfer or
promotion.

The duties of this position will be to direct all
bacteriological and a portion of the fermenta-
tion work of the Bureau of Chemistry ; to direct
the work necessary in controlling the bacterio-
logical purity of interstate shipments and im-
portations of foods; to carry on all investiga-
tions of a bacteriological nature connected with
the enforcement of the Food and Drugs Act,
and to carry on other investigations connected
with the agricultural chemical work carried on
by the Bureau of Chemistry.

Information regarding general education and
other matters pertaining to eligibility may be
had on application for Form 304 and special
form to the United States Civil Service Com-
mission, Washington, D. C.

Applications must be filed on or before Aug.
6, 1913.

REPORT OF MEDICAL ADVISORY COM-
MITTEE, WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION
ACT.
The Workmen's Compensation Act in this

Commonwealth has now been in force over a

year,—long enough for everyone concerned to
learn something of its workings, though not long
enough for anyone to know how a number of
things are going to shape up in the final reckon-
ing.

The medical profession has a two-fold interest
in the working of this act ; broadly, because it is
of interest as a step in social progress, and most
of us are interested in these matters, and in
particular, because the doctors must care for the
accidents for which compensation is provided,
and must in some way be compensated for this
care.

In the first few months there was much fric-
tion, and in particular the doctors were very
much dissatisfied with their treatment, and in-
clined to blame the Accident Board. There
were doctors' meetings and protests, many of
them. Presently, the Accident Board, through
Mr. Carroll, the chairman, asked for a medical
advisory committee, asked the presidents of the
Massachusetts Medical Society and the Massa-
chusetts Homeopathic Society to name four
men. This was done, and, with three men nomi-
nated by the board from out of the membership
of these societies, these representatives have
since served as a committee whom the Accident
Board might call on to advise them in medical
matters, in disputes, and in the laying down of
principles of action to be followed in the future.
The seven men (undersigned) composing this
committee have met a number of times and have
accomplished something.

We wish first to say that we have been fortu-
nate in having, apparently, the confidence of the
best element in the profession; we certainly
have been accorded the most loyal support from
all the members of the Accident Board. It
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